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PREFACE
The Swain School of Design will reopen for the year 1930 to '31 under the di-

rectorship of Mr. Allen Dale Currier, A. A. Mr. Currier is a Harvard graduate.
He is a former student of William T. Robinson and served for several years as
staff artist on one of the larger Boston newspapers. For the past twelve years
he has directed the Alandale Studios of Boston and has illustrated for many
of the important national advertisers.

The courses now outlined provide a technical and theoretical knowledge of the
principles of design and a practical training in their application to commer-
cial art.
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Julia Delano
Henry H. Crapo
Nat C. Smith
Mary G. Batchelor
Julia Y. Cornwell
Charles F. Broughton

Board of Trustees



INTRODUCTORY MESSAGE

The purpose of the courses as described and listed in this year's cata-

log is to prepare students in such a way, that when they have

finished the prescribed study, they will be competent to enter the Com-
mercial Art field as professional artists and designers.

Students will receive a thorough knowledge of the field together with a

comprehensive review of the requirements and limitations of the en-

graver, the printer, and the mechanics involved in the process of repro-

duction as well as manufacture and publication.

During the process of each course, students will receive actual working
assignments, that they may become thoroughly familiar with the terms

and requirements of the work. It is also the intention of the Director of

the School, to take students on field trips through the various depart-

ments of one of the larger Metropolitan newspapers; through a modern
engraving plant, printing establishment, publishing house and paper
plant, that the entire process of publication of a drawing or painting

may be comprehended from the origination of the idea, until it finally

appears in a magazine or newspaper, or as a part of an advertising cam-
paign.

Opportunities for young men and women in the several fields of Com-
mercial and Applied Arts has never been so great. The constant appear-

ance of new magazines, papers and periodicals together with the

voluminous quantity of advertising copy and publicity issued by com-
mercial business houses requires the output of unlimited numbers of

properly trained men. In view of these facts, the young man or woman
desirous of entering an interesting, practical and profitable profession,

will do well to prepare themselves, that they may be capable to enjoy

the advantages of a professional income.

As Director of The Swain School of Design, I assure each and every stu-

dent enrolled during the coming term, my personal and continuous

attention and criticism during the period of enrollment, and courteous

sincere criticism from the several members of the faculty.

It is my earnest desire to train proficient and successful illustrators and
designers, that they may be a credit to themselves and to their school,

that they may become the core of an alumni of the Swain School of

Design.

ALLEN DALE CURRIER, A. A.

Director



Summary of Courses

1930 - 1931

COMMERCIAL ILLUSTRATION

The course in Commercial Illustration includes all subjects necessary to

become a finished illustrator. The course includes the drawing of letter-

heads, trade-marks, book jackets, magazine covers, broadsides, cata-

logue covers and illustrations for commercial advertising and publicity.

Upon completion of this course, a graduate should possess the ability to

enter an engraving house, manufacturers establishment, newspaper of-

fice, printing establishment or the art department of a department store

as an illustrator.

NEWSPAPER AND MAGAZINE DRAWING

This course includes the illustrating of stories and magazine articles;

the drawing of news items and the illustration of the products advertised

in the columns of the newspaper. The mediums taught include : pen and
ink, crayon, wash, poster, water color and oils. The drawing of actual

working assignments is a requirement of this course, and students will

receive the opportunity to illustrate events for publication.

FASHION AND COSTUME DESIGN

Fashion drawing offers an exceptionally attractive and lucrative field.

Many publications such as Buttericks Patterns, Vogue, Harpers Bazaar,

Vanity Fair, and others too numerous to mention are constantly in need
of appropriate illustrations for the new dresses and costumes finding

their way to popularity. This is a fertile field for the young women who
desire to enter an attractive and interesting profession. The mediums
used include: pen and ink, crayon, wash and water color.

ADVERTISING LAYOUT

Advertising solicitors, printing salesmen, department store officials, and
retail merchants should find this course of particular appeal. The course

will include the layout of advertising copy, catalogs, booklets, house

organs, broadsides, envelope stuffers, and an understanding of lettering,

design, spacing and color.



POSTERS AND SHOW CARDS
A field of Commercial Art offering unlimited opportunities is Poster De-

signing. Travel Bureaus, Railroads, Steamship Companies, Outdoor

Advertisers, Publicity Bureaus and Theatres are constantly seeking orig-

inal and practical ideas for the advertising of their business. The
course in Poster and Show Cards includes rendering with pen and ink,

pastel, crayon, air brush and poster color. The course is interesting,

practical and profitable.

LETTERING AND DESIGN
The origination of type faces, spacing and the use of design is covered

thoroughly in the outline of this course. The ability to design labels,

letter-heads, trade marks, bookplates, box covers, title pages, decora-

tive advertisements and head and tail pieces for catalogues is offered by
a course of this nature. The field for letterers and designers is particu-

larly broad and remunerative.

CARTOONING AND CARICATURE
Drawing of joke and political cartoons; colored strips for the daily pa-

pers; court room sketching and the illustration of current events; all

these subjects and their several branches are covered in detail. The use

of pen and ink, wash, crayon and color are the mediums used during the

course. Students wishing to enter the newspaper field as cartoonists or

caricaturists will find this course practical and interesting.

AIR BRUSH DRAWING
Due to the popularity of the air brush as a means to illustrate shoes,

hosiery, jewelry, furniture, metal ware and rubber goods, a special

course in the use of the air brush will be included this season. The
course will teach the mechanics of the instrument as well as its invalu-

able use in Commercial Art. The course will prepare students as photo
retouchers for engraving and mercantile houses as well as to qualify

them as general air brush illustrators.

LIFE DRAWING
Although special students will be enrolled for the life classes, all stu-

dents registered, regardless of the course, will be required to study
from life as a part of their preparation. Students will be excused only

by consent of the Director. The posing periods will be divided into four

one half hour sessions to enable the models to pose in four different

positions at each class session. The object of the life classes is to train

the student to draw quickly the general form, to obtain grace and action,

and to block in only the major planes of shade. General anatomy will

be taught as a part of this course.



ARCHITECTURAL COURSE

The course in architecture will be instructed by Mr. Nat C. Smith who
will continue as a member of the faculty for the year 1930-1931. The
course will include the study of the orders of architecture and their

application, house planning, framing, and general construction. The
outline will also include brick work design and construction, architect-

ural rendering, general design and construction of buildings, and the

rendering of full-size details.

TEXTILE DESIGN

The course in Textile Design developes originality, teaches the basis of

decorative design and gives a perfect grounding in the principles of

color. The color system used in this course is the Dr. Ross method as

used at Harvard University. Students will be given actual working as-

signments during the period of the course.

INTERIOR DECORATION

The course in Interior Decoration is founded on the basic principles

which determine the art of Interior Decoration. The course is so ar-

ranged that those who take up the study merely to beautify their own
home and those of friends and relatives, may derive considerable pleas-

ure and benefit from the course without engaging in many of the phases

of the work required of the student intending to become professionally

engaged. Color theory and Combinations; The treatment, preparation

and use of wall cloth, wallpaper, stains and paints; floor plans and
furniture arrangements, draperies and materials; design; furnishings;

and the ability to render in free hand drawing the completed work, are

a few of the subjects included. No previous training or drawing ability

is required of students desiring to enroll in this course.

PEN AND INK

This course includes all subjects in commercial illustration, newspaper
and magazine drawing and cartooning, restricting however the use of

mediums exclusively to pen and ink. One text book will be required of

students concentrating in this course, and outside work will be assigned.



OIL PAINTING

The course in oil painting will be based definitely on the Dr. Ross meth-

od, now being used in many of the more successful private schools, and
most of the principle colleges. The use of scaled palettes, and the meth-

ods and processes of painting will be adequately covered. Still life,

marines, pastorals, portraits, and painting from life will be included in

the outline. Students enrolling for this course must have an elementary

knowledge of drawing.

WATER COLOR PAINTING

A special course in Water Colors will be established for the purpose of

teaching the advantages of the medium as a commercial possibility.

Nature subjects will be studied and painted, together with marines,

figures, indoor and outdoor subjects and portraits.

PASTELS

The course aims to give a clear understanding of the methods of render-

ing in Pastels and Crayons, and the particular advantages of the use of

the Conte Crayon, and the possibilities of the mediums as used Commer-
cially jor as an expression of Fine Arts. Heads for magazine covers,

subjects suitable for calendars, portraits, marines, landscapes and por-

traits are included in the outline of the course, which may be arranged
to meet the individual desires of the student.

WINDOW DISPLAY

The retail merchant and manufacturer realizes that their display win-

dow is the strongest selling force they have, and are spending large

sums of money each year, that their windows may be attractively dis-

played. The details of the course will include window planning, ele-

ments of design and composition, draping, color, lighting, construction

of window sets and the use of accessories and manikins. No previous

art training or professional experience is required of students desiring

to register in this course.



DAY CLASSES

This school will be open each day with the exception of Saturdays,

Sundays, and Holidays, from 9:00 A. M. to 3:30 P. M., and Monday,
Wednesday and Friday evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 P. M. The morning
session will open at 9:00 A. M. and will conclude at 11:30. The after-

noon session will begin promptly at 1:00, following the noon recess, and
will close at 3:30 P. M. Students finding it impossible to enroll for the

entire day, may enroll for either the morning or afternoon classes. All

courses listed in the catolog will be taught both morning and afternoon.

Wednesday and Friday morning of each week will be devoted to draw-
ing from the human figure. All students regardless of their field of

concentration (Architectural Class Excepted) will be required to take

two mornings of figure drawing. Supplementing drawing from the fig-

ure, students will be required to draw original action sketches from a

manikin.

PART TIME CLASSES

Realizing the inability of certain students to attend classes during the

entire day, or to attend the evening classes, arrangements have been
perfected to make it practical to attend part time each day, enrolling

either for the morning or for the afternoon classes. The subjects listed

in the catolog are taught both mornings and afternoons, and students

engaged in a specialized occupation may have a special outline of study

prepared to meet their particular requirements. Hours of study appear
elsewhere in the catalog under the heading, "Day Classes".

EVENING CLASSES

The evening classes will be in session each Monday, Wednesday and
Friday evening from 7:30 to 9:30 P. M. All subjects listed in the cata-

log will be taught in the evening classes with the exception of Oil and
Pastel Painting. Wednesday evening of each week will be devoted to

drawing from the human figure, manikins and casts. Students in all

courses (Architectural Class Excepted) will be held responsible for

these classes and strict attendance in life classes will be insisted upon.

Students may upon special permission, have a course of instruction out-

lined to meet their special requirements. Special considerations will be

given business and professional men, desiring specialized training in a

particular subject. Enrollment in many of the courses will be limited,

due to specialized equipment used. Students planning to enter any
of the evening courses should register at an early date. Although even-

ing students are urged to be present on the opening night of the course,

students will be admitted throughout the school year, and will be as-

signed to classes as vacancies occur.



ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

No student under fifteen years of age will be admitted to any course,

whether in the day or evening division except with special permission.

No particular educational requirement is required, other than ordinary

grammar school education, and no previous art training is necessary.

Students from other Art schools, applying for advanced standing must

furnish satisfactory qualifications and credentials. Advanced standing

will be granted only to those students who have finished at least one full

year in a recognized school, specializing in Commercial or Fine Arts,

and passing the course with a grade of at least C. Former students and
graduates of the Swain School of Design will be given preference in

classes of restricted enrollment.

J*

ATTENDANCE

As "points of credit" are based on attendance together with scholastic

ability, it is particularly important that students attend their classes

regularly. Students whose total absence equals twenty-five per cent

of the school year will automatically forfeit their credits, and the privi-

lege to re-enter the following year as a second year student. No excep-

tion will be made for any cause other than prolonged illness. Students

absenting themselves from class must be willing to complete assignments

in arrears, and will not be permitted to continue with their regular stu-

dies until all unfinished work is brought up to date. Continual absence or

intermittent attendance will be considered sufficient cause for dismissal.

A

DEPORTMENT

It is expected that students will conduct themselves at all times in

such a manner as to win the approval of their teachers and those who
they may come in contact with. Quiet and serious work is required of

all students during class sessions. Violation of any of the rules of the

school will be considered sufficient reason for suspension from class.

Students suspended from class for misconduct will be deprived of all

privileges of the school during such periods, and if re-instated must
make up all work lost during absence.



SUPPLIES

A complete line of artists drawing and painting materials and instru-

ments are sold at the school. The materials are of first quality and are

carried in stock as a matter of convenience. As the requirement of each
course varies considerably, it is advisable to secure a printed slip of

materials required for the course of study in which you have registered.

There is no expensive outlay for supplies, and students may purchase
only those materials actually necessary as the course progresses. In-

ferior material is often the cause for unsatisfactory student work,
therefore it is to the advantage of the student to make sure that he has

the proper material before entering class.

DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES

Certificates will be awarded only to those students who complete the

regular full years work with a passing grade of D or better. Students

receiving an E at mid-years will be required to raise their mark before

they may receive their certificate or be admitted to the second year class.

Diplomas will be granted to all students who complete the prescribed

four year course, and pass satisfactorily the examinations given at the

conclusion of each years work. A final examination will be given at the

end of the four year course, and must be passed with a grade of C- or

better. Students not wishing to take examinations will be given credits

for work accomplished.

A

CARE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

The School will not be responsible for students materials or property.

Students should mark all materials and property with their name, and
should not use the property of others without first receiving the owners
consent. Lockers will be provided upon payment of fifty cents. Draw-
ings and paintings of students left in files during process of completion

must not be handled or disturbed. Students disturbing or mutilating

in any way the work of fellow students will immediately be censored.



PLACEMENT BUREAU

Although it is impossible to guarantee positions for all graduates of the

school, due to many causes, the Swain School of Design does maintain a

department for the purpose of aiding students to secure lucrative posi-

tions as soon as they become competent in their respective fields of Art.

No charge whatever is made for this service and all students upon grad-

uation are entitled to the privileges of the bureau.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Immediately following completion of enrollment for the school year,

students will nominate and elect class officers, and formulate plans for

the social life of the school. During the Winter and Spring, various forms

of entertainment will be planned, that the members of the day and even-

ing divisions may become acquainted and pleasant and lasting contacts

established. A school publication, edited and published by the student

body will keep the members of the various courses informed as to the

activities of the students, and will provide adequate means for students

interested in advertising and layout to obtain practical experience.

MODEL ASSESSMENT

Through the school year it is necessary to employ the services of pro-

fessional models that the student may from observation, study the an-

atomy and learn to draw the human figure nude, draped and in costume,
and to render satisfactorily from memory the details of the form. In

addition to figure drawing, character models will be used for the benefit

of students enrolled in the Magazine and Newspaper Illustration courses.

To assist in the defraying of the expense of the model's services, each
student enrolled is assessed $3.00. This assessment may be paid in two
installments of $1.50 each. The first installment due at the time of

registration, and the second installment due at the beginning of the
second semester, the first Monday in January.



SALES SERVICE DEPARTMENT

For the benefit of the students a sales service will be maintained for the

purpose of disposing of drawings and paintings which in the opinion of

the management of the school are saleable. Contacts will be made with

advertisers and merchants who are in the market for advertising illus-

trations, and work will be solicited for students. Actual working assign-

ments will be commissioned to students as a part of their scholastic du-

ties, and to furnish them with practical experience. With the exception

of a small percentage retained for the maintaining of this department,

the full amount of the selling price will be paid to the student.

GRADES OF SCHOLARSHIP

A record is kept of each student's work and is expressed at the comple-
tion of the course by one of six letters, namely A, B, C, D, E, and F. D is

indicative of unsatisfactory work and F denotes failure to complete the

requirements of the course. A complete record of the student's work is

available at all times including attendance. Students failing to obtain

a grade of D or better, are not permitted to continue the succeeding year

with regular second year work. Students passing with a grade of D will

be permitted to assume second year work on probation.

EXAMINATIONS

Examinations will be given four times each year for the purpose of de-

termining whether or not the student is fulfilling the reading require-

ments and assimilated the information given in the lectures. The final

grades will be obtained by averaging the marks received during the

year on both drawing and paintings together with the written examina-
tions. Students not candidates for diplomas may be excused from taking

the examinations.



CALENDAR OF THE SCHOOL

Students unable to attend the opening classes will be admitted through-

out the school year, and will be assigned to the various courses as vacan-

cies occur. Students entering classes after the courses have begun will

be charged a proportionate fee.

First Semester—Fourth Monday in September to the third Friday in

December.
Second Semester—First Monday in January to the First Friday in

March.
Third Semester—Second Monday in March to the second Tuesday in

June.

Commencement—Second Friday in June.

A

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Columbus Day, October 12

Armistice Day, November 11

Christmas, December 23 to January 1, inclusive.

Washington's Birthday, February 22

Patriot's Day, April 19

Spring Vacation, One week preceding Easter.

REGISTRATION

All students, regardless of whether enrolling for the day or evening

divisions, are requested to register personally at the school office on the

day or evening of either September 18 or 19. Late registrants applying

for admittance throughout the year, will make formal registration at

the school offices immediately following notification of acceptance. Stu-

dents should ascertain what materials are required for the various

courses and come to the school on the opening of the course fully pre-

pared to enter actively in the work. The office of the school will remain
open continuously from 9:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. daily with the excep-

tion of Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays beginning September 18, and
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings.



CHARGES FOR REGISTRATION

The late William W. Swain by his will bequeathed his mansion house and
the greater part of his estate to trustees for the purpose of founding a

school of higher education. The trustees incorporated March 18th, 1881

under the name of the "Trustees of the Swain Free School", and opened
the school in the mansion house in its present location, the following

year, although the name of the school was later changed to "The Swain
School of Design".

An extract from the will of the late William W. Swain reads as follows:

"My hope is that the provision herein made will be sufficient

for establishing and supporting a school of high character
where the pupils may receive a thorough education upon the
most liberal and enlightened principles".

In accordance with the wishes of the founder of the school, the trustees

make it possible for all to enjoy the benefits of the school, regardless

of religious or political beliefs whose character and condition entitle

them to admittance.

No charge whatever is made as tuition, but a minimum fee is charged
as a guarantee of earnest and sincere attention and faithful attendance,

and to assist in the defraying of some of the expenses of maintaining the

buildings and grounds.

The Board of Trustees have fixed the following fees for the present year.

Day Classes (all day) $50.00

Day Classes (mornings) 30.00

Day Classes (afternoons) 30.00

Evening Classes (Monday, Wednesday and Friday) 20.00

Students enrolling in the day classes may pay in three equal installments

due at the beginning of each semester.

Students enrolling in the evening classes may pay if desired in two in-

stallments of $10.00. The first installment due at time of registration,

and the second installment due the first Monday in January.



The Swain School of Design The William W. Crapo Gallery

SCHOOL EXHIBITIONS

Exhibitions of students work will be held during the school year in the Crapo
Galleries, and a final exhibition of drawings and paintings will be held for a

brief period following the close of school in June. In addition to exhibitions

of students' drawings and paintings, miscellaneous exhibitions of Fine, Com-
mercial and Applied Arts will be held, together with special showings of works
of interest having a definite relationship with the courses covered at the

School. In addition to the exhibitions, it is intended to hold a series of lectures

in the lecture hall of the Crapo Galleries, to which the general public is in-

vited. The lectures will be delivered in a popular manner and will cover

subjects of general importance related to the Arts.



The Swain School of Design operates under a

limited endowment fund established by the will

of William W. Swain as set forth elsewhere in

this catalogue. No charge is made for tuition.

As the funds of the school are very limited, the

effectiveness of its work depends upon the assis-

tance given the school by those interested in

promoting artistic influences in the community.

The school has not lacked generous friends.

It is the hope of the school that others will be

stimulated to further its work by gifts or lega-

cies either in the form of money or of additions

to the collections of the school in any of its de-

partments. The school strives to spread

throughout this community an appreciation of

beauty not only in the individual work of a good
painter or sculptor but in all the manifold ob-

jects of daily living common to every household.

It ennumerates with gratitude the principal

gifts it has received since its foundation.

Francis T. Akin, bequest -----$ 5,000

William W. Crapo, gift (Crapo Gallery) 25,000
William W. Crapo, bequest - - - - 5,000






